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PREFACE

g the miscellaneous documents preserved in the India Office Library are
lve letters originating from Arcot and two from Baroda. Unfortunately their
ovenance is unrecorded. Seven were transferred from the Librarian's drawer
Cay Book, IOR: MSS Eur E 239) to the manuscript collection ané were accessioned
cn 23 November 1927. The remaining seven were presumably added to the collection
at a later date to judge by their higher India Office (10) numbers. Despite the
absence of any accession date they were almost certainly part of the same
collection. .

The Arcot letters from the first three W3l3ijahs of Arcot are addressed tec
ne Directors of the (British) East India Company, the Prince of Wales and
ing George III. The two letters from Baroda are addressed to the (British) East
.ndia Company.

The documents have been catalogued in cnronologlcal sequence according to

the following plan.
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A  Nature of the document and date

The documents were originally dated and, as was the practice in those days,
the date and name of the addressee and the seal of the sender were recorded on
the envelope and its band. Unfortunately the envelopes and bands of most of the
letters have not been preserved. The addresses and dates have therefore been
caiculated from internal evidence.

Regarding the addressees it was the tradition in India that ceremonial forms
of address were decided at the court and kept in a book of ceremonial addresses
(alg8b-nd@ma) in the Chancery Office (D&ru’l-Insha) of the Kings and Nuwabs.

The addressees of the documents have generally been determined on the basis of
the ceremonial forms of address (aladb).

The documents have been dated on the basis of the facts specified in the
footnotes. Since dates were originally in the Hijrah Era, that form is supplied
first, followed by the corresponding date in the Gregorian Era. The corresponding
dates have been reckoned from Wiistenfeld and Mahler's Wistenfeld-Mahler!sche
Vergleichungs-Tabellen der mohammedanischen und christlichen Zeitrechnung
(Leipzig 1926). .

B Summary

A summary of each document gives the main points contained in it. In places
where an English equivalent for a word was felt to be inadequate the original
Persian word has been given in parentheses. Factual information on the historical
background has been provided in the footnotes.

C Bnclosures and endorsements

Wherever there are endorsements or enclosures with the document they have
been explained. Any additional notes made by the users of the documents are
mentioned in the footnotes.

D Seals )
The seals affixed to the letters have been described. The India Office

Library (IOL) seal indicates the date of the accession of the document, and the
number it has been given.

Z Physical description
Information has been supplied on (i) the size, (ii) the script and
(i'i) illumination. All the documents are in a good state of preservation.
he system of transliteration adopted is that used by F Steingass in
i comprehensive Persian-English dictiorary (London, 1892).
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: w311 (wasTyat-nZma) dated 27 ,Z.ﬁ’l—bijja 1190 (6 February ]777) recorded
7 A=Tmy1-Zind Nuw2b Mubammad €A1T KhZn WalZjgh I of Arcot.

The NuwSb states,that on 27 Zu’1l-hijja 1190, corresponding to Friday
7 Fsbruary 1777,  he records his will as §ibadir of the Carnatic and as an

211y of the King of Great Britair in conformity with:
i The British comstitution dastlr-i-British).

ii DMuslim practice.
iii The justice (‘adZlat) of his couniry.

He declares that:

;i Eis second son, AmTru’l-UmarZ, will succeed him, and after him his
fourth son, ‘Abdu’11Zh XhZn BahZdur.

;i THis other sons and daughters, brothers and members of his household
shall be assigned jagirs.

A copy of this will is communicated to the Governor-General. The
NuwSb reserves his right to incorporate any changes in it. A further
copy, together with a letter, is sent to the King of Great Britain so
that it may be preserved and properly implemented.

There are two notes on the top of the document reading:

i Howa’ 1-kerTm (He (God) is mmificent) in place of bismi’1lZh, as this
was & tredition of the WElZjahs of Arcot.

ii Secret document.

The seal is missing with the envelope and its band.

i Size: 20,5 x 33 cm. 5

ii Script: Very bad hand-writing, perhaps due to ill health, in the hand
of the NuwZb himself.

iii Silver sprinkled hand-made Dpaper.

I0 4248

A letter dated ° [1795] from AmTru’1-Hind Nuwib Muhammad °A1T EhZn WElZjZh
T addressed to the Directors of the East India Company.

The NuwSb expresses his gratification at the fifty-five year relationship
wnich exists between his family and the East India Company and offers
compliments on the day-to-day success of the Company

EN TR AN

¥uhammad ‘A1T ;n_ga'n, son of Anwaru’d-DIn XhZn, was the first WE1Ej2h of
Arcot and Subadfr of the Carnatic from 1749 till his death on 29 RabT®

I 1210 (13 October 1795). For further details about him see Nainar,

3.M.5: Sources of the history of the NawwZbs of the Carmatic, vol II
(Madras, 1939).

This should be 6 February 1777.

“his dzte is based on the fact that James Macpherson was appointed Attorney

== ‘he court of the Nuwib of Arcot in 1795 (see note 5 below).




He complains that he has not received any correspondence from the
Company and requests that he be informed by post when British ships
are due to land at the ports of Arcot.

He asks them to retwrn the copy of his will which he sent a few years
ago explaining that it is o be deemed cancelled &n view of the
agreement concluded with Lord Cornwallis in 1792,  He advises them.to
retwrn the will through his solicitor (wakil), Mr James Macpherson,
and informs them that he has similarly called back copies of the said
will from the governments of Bengal znd Madras.

He closes with his best wishes.

i Hlwa’l-karTm and bismPll3h are written on the top.
ii A descriptive note.®

i Seal, date and various other particulars are missing with the envelope
apnd its band.
ii Seal of IOL dated November 1926.

i Size: 25.5 x 46 cm.

ii Script: dTwanT tending fo shikasta

iii Written on paper with a large margin at the top and with flowers painter
in gold on the right hand side., The text has been boxed in 2 floral
band and the entire background is golden.

10 42

A letter da.ted7 [September 1796] from ‘Umdatu’l-Umarz NuwZb CGhulZm Jusain
KnhZn WE1Zjah II8 addressed %o the Directors of the Bast India Company.

For the itreaty concluded between the East Indiz Company and the Nuwabd

of Arcot in 1792 see Aitchison, C.U.: 2 collection of treaties, e ments
and sanads relating to India and neighbouring countries vol. 10, ZCalcutta,

1930), po. 63-71.

James Macpherson (d. 1824) was Attorney at the Court of the NuwZb of Arcot
from 1795-1801. See Hill, S C: Catalogue of the Home Miscellaneous Series
of the Tndia Office Records (Tondon, 1927).

2 brief note in English attempting a partial description is kept with the

document.
This date has been ascertained from two facts: i) this letter is in res-

ponse to a letter dated 31 August 1786 and ii) the NuwZb was very much annoj
with the attitude of Lord Hobart at this time. It does not seem likely tha:
he would have delayed replying to the Company's letter in the circumsiances
(see note 9 below).

<Umdatu’l-UmarZ Nuwib GhulZm FusaTn XhZn WE1ZjZh II was the eldest son of
WZ1lZjzh I. He became ruler of Arcot on 2 RabI® II 1210 (16 October 1795)
and ruled till his death on 4 RabI® I 1216 (15 July 1801), (Nainax:

op. ¢it, vol. III (Madras 1940), pp.30, 82-3).

n
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2= 2 ceremonial address the Nuw3b acknowledges the receipt of a letter
iz%ed 31 August 1796 from the Directors of the East India Company. He
<nznks them for the feelings expressed at the death of his father and the
ssncern shown regarding the affairs of Arcot. These sentiments reflect
<hs zeziness of his late father on the one hand and of the Directors of
<he East India Company on the other as well as the strong ties of friend-
ship between them. He thanks them for the fact that he was enthroned in
zccordznce with the will of his father and assures them that he will be
zs relizble a friend as his father was. He expresses his gratitude that
2is :1gnts have been protected according to the guaraniee given by the
Cozmpany in the Treaty of 1792.

He is greatly concerned with the news that the Directors of the Company
o=cposed certain changes in the Treaty of 1792 at the time of his enthrone-
=z=nt. He is open to any fresh proposals which benefit the Company and
snhance his position among the rulers of India, He is confident that they
i1l not propose anything which may degrade his position as that would be
=bsolutely against the principles of friendship. A friend feels sirong
with the strength of a friend. He hopes that the Company will look after
nis interests and in turn he will look after theirs,

He has learnt that the Company expects him to pay more money towards
<he meintenance of the British army. It is good that British forces have
increased, but this increase is not just to protect him but also due to
<he expansion of British territories., He has already been paying money to
the Company over and above the terms of agreement and it does not seem
Tight that such a demand should be made. He is hurt and feels undignified
<0 hear that the Company has doubts about his paying the money regularly
in future,

He is aware that the changes were originally proposed-to the East India
Company by Lord Hobart. He cannot therefore just be a silent observer.

The Directors are well aware of the iniricacies of statecraft. They
do not need to concern themselves with the intermal affairs of Arcot.
Their only concern should be that the instalments are paid regularly as
they already are.

The report that the prosperity of his dominions is decreasing is
baseless and nothing but a device to defame him, The Nuw2b claims that
211 his subjects are happy and prosperous and as far as he can see they do
not suffer at all. The social and economic conditions continue as they
were when the treaty of 1792 was concluded.

No specific irregularity to support this statement has been given,

The contents of the Treaty of 1792 are extremely clear and comprehensive.
Moreover it has endured the practical test of five years and has proved
sat:.sfa,ctory in every way. The Company is receiving money regularly and
he feels properly protected. There is therefore no need to make any
zlteration.

The NuwZb, of course, does not have any reason to propose changes. He
""ea.tly respects those who framed the Treaty. He adds that he will not
agree to any changes in it.

Regarch.ng the point that he has been borrowing money at a very high
rz2%e of interest, the NuwZb points out that this is a persoral matter and
of no concern to the Company. He refutes the charge that he is spending
The state revenue regardless of the heads of expenditure specified in the
Trezty. He argues that the provisions of the Treaty are well known to him
! I.:ze*'e is no possibility of violating them. Moreover he has never been

t‘H

(21

e ter on the payment of money to the Company. The Company may,
o_a_fng to the Treaty, interfere only when an instalment is overdue.

U
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He states that all the charges framed against him are baseless and
undignifying. ge feels that all these misunderstandings have been created
by Lord Hobart.” He is confident that his letter will show that the report
and recommendations of Lord Hobart were wrong and the product of his
crooked thinking.

The changes in the Treaty of 1792 are not reasonably justifiable.
They are contrary to the principles of justice and fidelity and are all
aimed at proving that the Nuwdb is incapable of occupying the seat of
government and should therefore be dethroned. Why should he accept such
a destructive measure?

He closes the letter with reassurances of his sincere friendship and
loyalty and hopes that the Directors will understand the situation and
maintain their friendship.

Same as in document no.2 (IO 4248).
Seal is lost with the band of its envelope.

i Size: f£.1: 23.5 x 44 em.;£f. 2,3,4 & 5z 11 x 40 cm.

ii Script: shikasta

jii Similar to mo.2 (10 4248).

The envelope contains only the ceremonial part of address while the

name of the addressée is missing with the band.

jv The letter was further kept in 2 purple cloth bag with tamarind or
mango trees woven on it at close intervals. The cloth is an example
of one of the varieties of 18th century Indian textiles.

10 8

A letter dated 10 [safar 1216/June 1801] from ‘Umdatu’l-Umard Nuwab
Chulin Jusain Khfn WE1ZjZh II addressed to the Directors of the
East Tndia Company.

The Nuwdb writes that he regards the East India Company as his best friend
and he therefore wants to entrust it with the task of safeguarding his will.

He further states that he has executed a will (wagIyat-nama) regarding
the distribution of his property (tafrTa-i-sarmya) among Bis sons and
'familyt. He wants his will to be honoured as are the wills of the Princes
of England. He is sending a sealed copy of his will to the King and
another to the Directors of the East India Company with a request that the
same should be opened after his death and put into effect.

10

Lord Hobart was Governor of Madras from 1794 to 1798. For a detailed
account of his behaviour to the Nuwib from Arcotis point of view see
Nainar: op. cit., vol. I1I, pp.44, 51-52, For further details about

Lord Hobart see TOR: 0/6/24 mo. $06.

This date has been ascertained from the fact that Nuwab € Umdatu’l-Umard
fell ill on 7 ZW1l-hijja 1215 (21 April 1801) and expired on 4 RabI“I 1216
(15 July 1801). He recorded 2 will (wagTyat-nZma) during his illness some-
time :).n gafar 1216. (Juy 1801) (¥zinar: op. cit., vol. III, pp. 163, 172-3,
182-3).

L
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== a2loses the letter expressing his good wishes and hopeé that they
w17 2= T-isnds with his successor as well,

l :

& 1etsa= 22223 [éaxly August 1801]'" from ‘AgTn ’d-Daula WElZjEh IIT'2 of
.i_:'::: 233=essed to King George ITI, King of Great Britain, France and

T== T==b hzs the pleasure of informing the King that he has been enthroned
T—=% of =ne Carmatic (on 31 July 1801) by the representatives of His
s2s=7, memely the Govermor of the Council in Chemnapatan 14, in place of
2i: —ole (‘Umdatu’l-UmarZ WElZjZh II) who passed away om 15 July 1801.
Z= =xpresses his deep feelings of gratitude for this judicious action

=3 “zvour. He closes the letter with his best wishes and hopes that he
=11 =e»it the same kindness as his father received.

Sz=e 25 in document no. 2 (I0 4248).

Ny

M

This date has been ascertained from the date of enthronement of
‘ig.i'.mg.’d—])a.ula as this letter was written immediately after it (see note 12
Delow).

$1z%m ’d-Davla WE1ZjEh III was enthroned Nuwgb of Arcot on 19 Rabi‘ I

(31 July 1801) and ruled till his death on 9 Shawwal 1234 (August 1819)
(Sainzr: op. cit., vol. IV (Madras 1944), pp. 13, 19).

Tn this letter George III has been addressed with many titles including
Zing of Great Britain, France and Ireland, and Protector of the Christian
s2:n. A4s a matter of fact 'After union with Ireland by proclamaticn of

4+ Jemusry 1801, in virtue of statute 39 and 40 Geo. III, c. 67, George was
nanceforth styled: 'By the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of

G=e2t Britain and Ireland K., defender of the faith, The title 'K. of
Srence' was thus dropped. (Powicke, F.M, and Fryde, E.B.: Handbook of British
ch=cnology (London, 1961), P. 43). —
T—inz this period Madras was called Chemmapatan, (Nainar: op. cite,

+ol. I (Mzdras 1937), p. 98).




D Seal and names of the sender and addressee, etc, are missing with the
envelope and its band,

E i Size: 24 x 46 cm.

ii Script: very bad nasta®ll
iii Similar %o no. 2 (10 4248%.

6 I0 4361

A A letter dated [early August 1801] 5 from AzTmm ’d-Daula NuwSb WElZjzh III
addressed to the Prince of Wales 16.

B The NuwZb recalls the sincere attachment of his household to the Prince
over the years., He tells the Prince how he was placed in the seat (masnad)
of government of ‘the Carnmatic by the Governor and the Council of Chennapata
after the death of his uncle NuwZb ‘Umdatu’l-Umarz.

He expresses his hope that the 1?:11103 will put in a good word for him
to His Majesty, the King of England,'' so that the King may look kindly on
him. 3 y

¢ Same as in document no. 2 (IO 4248).

D Seal, date, etc, are migsing with the envelop_é and its band.

E i Size: 23,5 x 45 czgq
ii ©Script: bad nasta*li
iii Similar to no. 2 (10 4248)

I I0 4250

A A letter dated [early iugust 1801]'® from ‘AzTmu’d-Deula NuwSb WE1Zjah IIT
addressed to the Directors of the East India Company.

15  See note 11 of no. 5 (I0 4359).

16 George IV, son of George ITIT and Charlotte, became Prince of Wales on
19 August 1762 and continued to be so until 5 February 1811 when he became
Regent due to the insanity of George III (Powicke and Fryde, op. cit.).

17 King George IITI .

18 See note 11 of no. 5 (I0 4359).
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The NGwab says that the Governor of the Coumcil at Chenmapatan placed
him on the seat (masnzad) of his ancestral state (riyZsat) upon the death
of hig uncle (“Umdatu’ 1-UmarZ WE1Zj2h II) on 15 July 1801. He is
therefore pleased to communicate his thanks to the Directors of the
Company and assures them of his unfailing friendship.

He further expresses his hope that he will always receive the same
kindness as his ancestors. He closes the letter saying that further
matter%win be made known through a letter from the Rt Hon Lord [Edward ]
Clive 'Z%

i Same as in document no. 2 (IO 4248).
ii A descriptive note 20, s

i The seal of ‘AzTmu’d-Daula AmTru’l-Hind WalZjzh engraved in 1210
(1795-6) is affixed to the band of the envelope.
ii Seal of IOL dated 25 November 1926 with the accession no. 4250. -
i Size: 24 x 46 cm. i
ii Script: carelessly written nasta1Tq tending to dTwanT and shikasta.
iii Similar to no. 2 (IO 4248).
The envelope and its band have been preserved.

I0 4360

letter dated [ea.rly August 1801 ]21 from ‘Agmu’d—Daula Nuwdb WZlZjah ITI
addressed to the Directors of the East India Company.

The NuwSb says that upon the death of his uncle (¥uwZb ‘Umdatu’l-UmarZ
WZlZjah II) on 15 July 1801 the Governor of the Council at Chennapatan
placed him on the seat (masnad) of his ancesiral state (rixé"sat). He is
therefore pleased to commmicate his thanks to the Directors of the Company
and assures them of his unfailing friendship.

He further expresses his hope that he will always receive the same
kindness as his ancestors. He closes the letter saying that further
matters will be made known through a letter from the Rt. Hon. Lord [Edward]
Clive.

n
)

n

Edward, second Lord Clive, Earl of Pcwis (1754-1839) was the eldest son of
Robert, Lord Clive, Governor of Bengzl. He assumed the office of Governor
of Madras on 5 September 1799 and resigned on 30 August 1803 (Lists of the
heads of administrations in Tndia and of the India Office in land
Delhi, 1939), p.. 40).

A brief note in English attempting a partial description is kept with the
document. "
See note 1 of no. 5 (I0 4359).




C Same as in document no. 2 (I0 4248).

D Seal and names of the sender and zddressee, etc, are missing with the
envelope and its band.

B i Size: 24 x 46 cm.
ii Script: very bad nasta“lTq.
iii Similar to no. 2 (10 42485.

9 IO 4251

A A petition dated 14 R2bI‘II 1216 (24 Augustzé801) from Anwaru’d-Daula
BusZm Jang Saifu’ 1-Mulk Mubammad Anwar KhZn““ addressed to the Chairman,
Court of Directors, East India Company, “TLondon.

B Expressing his great confidence in the judiciousness of the East I.ndJ.a.
Company, the petltloner protests against the succession of Azinm d-Daula,
son of AmTru’l-UmarZ, and advances his own superior claims, He refers to
the established relationship between the house of the Wlzjahs and the
Company and attempts to win favour with the addressee. n

His first argument against the succession of Az‘inm d—-Daula. is that
it was contrary to Islamic law (DIn wa Shar®) as all the law books state

that a grandson may not inherit a share of the estate while the sons of
the deceased are living,
Secondly, most members of the household are old enocugh to be the
father of Az;unu d=-Daula and feel indignant at being dominated by him,
Thlrdly, he claims to be the senior most member of the house of
WZ1Zj2h and is therefore the legitimate successor.

C The following statement of facis (fard-i-hagTgat) is enclosed with the
petition.
i~ According to a firm3n issued by ShZh “Xlam BahZdur (1758-1806), the
Emperor of Hindustan, the ferritories (mulk) of the Carnatic were
assigned in perpetuity ( altamghd ) to the late WZlZjzh.
ii The late WElZjah bad the following five sons born to one wife:
‘Umdatu’1-Upars
AmTru?l-Umars
SultZnl-UmarZ (also called Saifu’l-Mulk)
Husanru 12ulk
Nagiru’laflk
iii AmTru’1-UmarZ, the second son, died during the life-time of his
father.

22 He was the third son of Nuw3Zb Mubammad “AlT EhZn Walzjah I (Nainar:
op. cite,vol. IV, pp. 9-12).
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= 1ived for zbout 8 years after the death of his .zu,

-
14«

T —Jz=xZ, being the eldest son, succeeded his father and

==ied for six years. '

= =iz’ 1-T==r= had no legitimate son (farzandi-yagini). He had a2
: dzncing girl and named him Taju 1-Umarz,

W

=i “T=E=t=’1-T==rF declared his son (TZju>1-Umara) his successor in the
=17 (w=<Trei-nZns) which he recorded just before his death. Bub

—e=te—= of —oe nousenhold did not agree because he was illegitimate
“=m-mzszb). AL the seme time his talks with Lord Clive and the
Sov=—mor of Mzgdras failed.

s m=== in line for the succession was the petitioner but he was
=2=z11+ izmorad, znd putting AmTru’1-Umarals son on the gseat (masnad)

w=s guite umwerTanted.

22123 dncuments were sent by the members of the household to the
= the Council. One disapproved the son of AmTry’ 1-Umard

3ils *hs other reluctanily approved the son of ‘Umdatu’l-Umara,

=2 ne=izicmer hzd already asked the Governor of Madras as to how one

222117 dsbzrred from inheritance could be declared a legitimate

ssor. The reply was that the Islamic laws of inheritance apply

~sonz1 effects only and not to estates (ziy3sat). But this is

no= trus. Islamic laws apply to everything. Were it not so, every

pzlanguin bearer and every gardener would have become a chieftain

i
|

M
)

't
M 0

(z22%s).
= e closes this statement of fact (fard-i-haqIgat) with an appeal to
ha Chzivmen of the Court to revise his Jdecision and be judicious by
declzring the most senior member of the household as the rightful
successor.
Sarrami S 23
=i A descriptive note.

¢ inwaru’d-Devla HusSn Jang Saifu’l-fulk Mubemmad Anwar Khin
SonZgur is affixed on the band of the envelope.
T0L dated 23 November 1926.
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Size: 19.7 x 34.5 cm.
Seript: 32°lTq.
Similar to no. 2 (I0 4248).
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I0 4362

L letter dated [September 1803]24 from ‘AzTmu’d-Deula Nuwgb WalZjdh IIT
of Arcot addressed to the Directors of the Bast India Compap:y'.

L note in English briefly attempting a partial description is kept with

the document.

This date has been ascertained from the fact that it was sent through

Edward, Lord Clive who sailed for England on 12 September 1803, (List of ithe
rezds of administrations in India and of the Tndia Office in England

Deini, 1939), D. 40).




B The Nuwab invites their attention to higs earlier letter dated 5 August
1801) in which he thanked them for their help in placing him in the seat
masnad) of govermment of the Carmatic. As he has heard that the

Rt Hon Lord (Bdward) Clive intends to leave for England he thinks it a
good opportunity to send a letter through him.
c Same as in document no. 2 (IO 4248).
D Seal, date, etc, are missing with the envelope and its band,
B i Size: 23,5 x 45.5ccm. .
ii Script: bad nasta'lIa.
iii Similar to mo. 2 (10 4248).

1 I0 4363

A A letter dated [December 1813]%7 from “AzTuu’d-Deula NuwSb WELlZjah III
addressed to the Directors of the East India Company., .

B The Nuw3b states that it is an appropriate occasion to reassure the >
Company of his unfailing friendship now that Lieut-General John Abercromby
is returning to England.
The NuwZb is pleased to tell them that he has had very good rela-
tions with the said CGeneral as well as with all the ex-Governors of Madras
and Governor-Generals of Bengal. He reassures them of his friendship and
hopes it will be reciprocated.
c Same as in document no. 2 (I0 4248).
D  Seal, date, etc, are missing with the envelope and its band.
B i Sizes 24.5 x 46.7 cm.
ii Script: fair $a‘13g.
iii Similar to no. 2 (10 4248).

25 This date has been ascertained from John Abercromby?s return to England
(see note26 below).

26 John Abercromby (1772-1817) was appointed Commander-in-Chief and

temporary Governor of Madras in 1812, In May 1813 Mr Hugh Elliot assumed
the governorship and in December of the same year General Abercrombyts
health was so much impaired by the climate that he had to go home
(Dictionary of national biography (MB)).
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 1st=sx d2%ei [1ate in the year 1816]%7 from “AgTimu’d-Daula Nuwib
¥=_=:3Z~ I =ddressed to the Directors of the Bast India Company.

Tos FoSb congmztulates the Directors on the recent victory of the British’
5‘:::5'5 i:.l'-;.:-,;;g—:- @}_12@) which has established a peace which will be

¥zlss <o Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld.2d

:  Szme as in Gocument no, 2 (I0 4248).

3 rsement in English, apparently made by the document®s users,

s=—= *hzt it is a letter from the Nuwdb of Arcot congratulating the
< Indiz Company on the marriage of Prince Leopold.

tive note 30,

)

)

)
(2l
W «
1]

Q
I
e [
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:  The envelope containing the address has been preserved but its band

N ll.

izes 25 x A7 cm.
ipt: good nasta®lig.

ilar %o no. 2 (10 4248). 2

"
"
"

I0 4253

L letter dated 25 ZT'1-ga‘da 1224 (2 January 1810) from Maharaja Enand
250 GEikwir J1, addressed to the Hon East India Company.

This date has been ascertained from the events mentioned in the documents
(ses notes 28 and 29 below).

This perheps refers to the British defeat of Napoleon in 1815.

Cnzrlotte, daughter of George IV, married Prince Leopold, third son of
Fmzncis, Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld, on 2 May 1816 (Powicke; F.M. and
Fryde, E.B.: op. cit.).

L m=iaf mote in Bnglish attempting a partial description is kept with
the document.

T--n2 3Z0 GEikwir was the eldest son of Govind R3o GEikwar. He was of a
m=T===117 feeble mind and was very much addicted to the use of opium, He
w=s plzced on the seat of govermment ddT) of Baroda in July 1803
‘=1io%, ®.A.H.: The rulers of Baroda (Bombay, 1879), P. 90).
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The MahZrZja assures the Company of his sincere atiachment to them. He is
pleased to learn that it has established a Madrasa-i-‘Zliya’? for the
benefit of the public. He is therefore happy to send a collection of
Avabic, Persian and Sanskrit books through Col Alexander Walker33 for use
in the Madrasa.

He adds that he would be pleased if they would write %o him from
time to time.

No enclosures. Huwa l-musta®Zn is superscribed.

i A Marathi seal is fixed on the band of the envelope.
ii Seal of IOL dated 23 November 1926. '

i Size: 23.5 x 52 cm.
ii Script: fair ta13q.
iii Similar to mo, 2 (20 4248).

I0 4254

A letter dated 25 Zi’l-qa“da 1224-(2 January 1810) from Fath Si.ngh34
addressed to the Hon East India Company.

It is appropriate to send some presents with Col Alexander \'Ia.l}.ce:c35 as he
is returning from a visit to Baroda. Nothing very special could be found
for a suitable present. However, he is sending a few Arabic, Persian and
Sanskrit books for use in Madrasa-i-‘Tliya together with a letter from
MahZrZja Enand RZo GEZikwir SainZ KhZ§a Khail ShamshTr Bahadur. He hopes
that the books will be found useful.

32

33

34

35

Probably the Madrasa-i— 2liya of Calcutta which was established in 1781
(Taish, M.R.A.: Tawdrikh-i-Dhika, ed. Ajmad ‘A1T EArrah, 1910), p.122;
Bhattacharya, S.: A dicti of Indian histo Calcutta, 1976).

Col Alexander Walker 31764-1831 ) was British Resident in Baroda from

11 July 1802 to 1809. He left Baroda on sick leave in 1809 and returned
for a short time. He finally left India in 1810 (Elliot, F.A.H.: op. cit..
pp. 92-3, 141, 360; also INB). .

FathSingh, son of Govind RZo, was the younger brother of Maharzja Knand
RS0 GZikwir of Baroda. He was proclaimed Regent (parthinidhi) on

3 April 1906 by 2 commission appointed by the East India Company.

Fath Singh died young on 23 June 1818 (Elliot, F.A.H.: op. cit.,

pp. 130-2, 159).

See note 33 of no. 13 (I0 4253).
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s==%= kseping the interest of the Company in mind. EHe promises that he
i5tly observe the terms of the agreement concluded with the

o=peny.’~ Ee 2lso .maertakes to do everything which will strengthen

——12-ioms betwesn the government (sarksr) of the GEikwars and the

==st Tndi= Co=pany- Turther details will be communicated by

Z= fo—ther writes that he is busy with administrative affairs of

Z= closes the letter with his best wishes and with a request that

: Yo smclosures. Hiwe l-mmizzis superscribed.
3 c-iptive note.

f=rzni seal is affixed on the band of the envelope.
i Todated seal of I0L.

¢ 24 x T7 eme
:: Sexmipt: feir taflig.

i=:i1a- to mo. 2 (10 4248).

‘I

o treaties were -concluded jn 1802 and 1805 between the GZikwirs and the

A brief note in English attempting a partial description is kept with

t+the document.
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